SOUL REBELS BRASS BAND UK TOUR JULY 13-24 2011

“The most adventurous of all the New
Orleans brass bands...The Soul Rebels are
the missing link between Louis Armstrong
and Public Enemy.” Village Voice

“Utterly uninhibited hip-hop hybrid, not to be
missed”
Rolling Stone Magazine

The Soul Rebels Brass Band are a goodtime party band like no other, with an infectious
energy that’s impossible to resist. Multiple shows at last year’s London Jazz Festival in
association with BBC Radio 3 brought audiences across London to their feet and now
their first ever UK tour is set to bring a taste of New Orleans Mardi-Gras spirit to cities
across the country!

Soul Rebel Brass Band is a seven-piece band steeped in the rich traditions of New Orleans
jazz and the cities famous marching bands. If jazz music is the heart of New Orleans, then the
Soul Rebels’ music is the blood that pumps through the city’s body. One of the bands featured
in the hit HBO series, Treme, the Soul Rebel Brass Band embraces the rich jazz traditions of
their homeland but add life-affirming vocals and hip shaking grooves aplenty. Blending Mardi-
Gras funk, soul, and ska with a hip hop sensibility, their contagious originals and updated take
on standards have won them loyal audiences across the globe. Their eclectic live show
harnesses the power of blazing hot horns, rebel-rousing funk-until-you-drop rhythms, and
utterly uplifting vocals in the party-like atmosphere of a New Olreans club or street party.

Damion Francios — Tuba, Derrick Moss - Bass Drummer, Erion Williams — Saxophone, Lumar
LeBlanc - Snare Drummer, Marcus Hubbard — Trumpet, Corey Payton —Trombone, Julian
Omari Gosin - Trumpet

Wed 13 July Durham Brass Festival 0191 332 4041 /brassfestival.co.uk

Thurs 14 July Band on the Wall, Manchester 0161 834 1786 / bandonthewall.org

Sun 17 July London, Shoreditch Festival shoreditchfestival.org.uk

Tues 19 July London, Canada Square Gardens 0207 638 8891 / barbican.org.uk

Weds 20 July London, Ronnie Scott’s 020 7439 0747 / ronniescotts.co.uk

Fri 22 July Edinburgh Jazz Festival 0131 473 2000 / edinburghjazzfestival.com

Sat 23 July Sage Gateshead (with Irma Thomas) 0191 443 4661/ thesagegateshead.org
Sun 24 July Barbican, London (with Irma Thomas) 0207 638 8891 / barbican.org.uk
Produced by Serious

For images, information and interviews please contact Kerstan Mackness or Julie Alison

Kerstan: 0777 56 55573 / Julie: 01273475980 E: firstname@riotsquadpublicity.com
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BIOGRAPHY:

SOUL REBELS BRASS BAND formed when Lumar LeBlanc and Derrick Moss, originally members of New Orleans’
iconic Dejean’s Young Olympia Brass Band, decided they wanted to play the new, exciting music they were hearing
on the radio while respecting the tradition they loved. Both New Orleans natives, the pair was steeped in the
fundamentals of New Orleans jazz, but inevitably, contemporary styles of music began to seep into their psyches.
While LeBlanc attended the famed St. Augustine High School, Moss went to Lil' Wayne’s alma mater McMain High
School, and paraded alongside soon-to-be Cash Money Records CEO Ronald “Slim” Williams in the school’s
marching band. All around were new sounds they found as exciting as the horn-combo style featured in jazz
funerals since the turn of the Twentieth Century.

“We wanted to make our own sound without disrespecting the brass tradition,” LeBlanc recalls, “so we knew we had
to break away.” They found a stylistic middle ground when they spun off and formed a band of young, like-minded
local players from all over New Orleans. All graduates of university music programs throughout the South, they
picked up influences from outside the city as well as late-breaking local styles and began mapping them onto the
marching band format they had learned in school.

Soul Rebels honed their skills where most New Orleans brass bands do—in the street. But by the time they were a
functioning unit, the Dirty Dozen Brass Band had already broken out as an international touring act. That band’s
success showed Soul Rebels a New Orleans brass band could not only have a contemporary sound, but it could
also have a place on stage. Although the Dirty Dozen had updated the brass band tradition with elements of R&B
and funk, Soul Rebels took it a step further, incorporating hip-hop, especially through half-sung, half-rapped lyrics.
“Most of our originals have vocals,” says LeBlanc. “You wouldn’t have done that in a traditional brass band.”

Soon, Soul Rebels’ contagious originals and updated takes on standards won them a loyal local audience. They
began rocking some of New Orleans’ most beloved live music venues. A chance gig opening for the Neville
Brothers got them a real start—and an official name. It was youngest brother Cyril Neville who first called them
“Soul Rebels,” a band that strived to incite positive change in its treasured musical heritage.

Since those days, the band has settled on a seven-piece lineup, building a career around an eclectic live show that
harnesses the power of horns and drums in the party-like atmosphere of a dance club. Their weekly show at
Uptown New Orleans spot Le Bon Temps Roulé has been known to descend into a sweaty shout-along as the band
mixes up songs from its five studio alboums with hits by Jay-Z and OutKast.

Averaging around 250 shows per year, they've brought the party to stages as far away as South Africa, playing
some of the world’s best-known music events, including the North Sea Jazz Festival, Jazz Ascona, Antibes Jazz
Festival, Umbria Jazz Fest, Bonnaroo Music Festival and, of course, the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival.
While touring the U.S., Soul Rebels have shared the stage with notable artists from many corners of the pop and
jazz worlds, including A Tribe Called Quest, Green Day, The Roots, Counting Crows, Robert Plant and Jimmy Page,
Digital Underground, Allen Toussaint, Lionel Hampton, Terence Blanchard and Branford Marsalis.

When Hurricane Katrina struck their hometown in 2005, the band scattered across the region. Though a few
members relocated to cities in Texas, the band frequently reconvened for gigs in New Orleans, this time with a
renewed purpose. “Music has been the number one vehicle for Katrina recovery,” says LeBlanc. “That catastrophe
has brought so much world wide attention to our music.”

Indeed, since the storm, the band has been more successful than ever serving as an international ambassador of
the New Orleans sound. Now a hardcore touring band with a solid-as-ever lineup, the band has recently
represented its hometown on television, appearing in the season finale of the HBO series Treme and the Discovery
Channel hit After the Catch. But the title of its 2010 live album, No Place Like Home, reveals exactly how the band
feels about its city’s rich cultural heritage and the opportunity to spread it around the world.

http://www.soulrebelsbrassband.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dUhgbcqruM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7_cNJilGiQ
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