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Widely recognized by both peers and critics alike for his pasionate artistry, energetic stage
presence, and agonishing virtuosity, Stefon Harris is committed to both exploring the rich
potential of jazz composition and blazing new trails on the vibraphone and marimba.

In 2004 Harris unveiled Blackout, a project featuring a hybrid of acoustic music and
progressive sounds, and released @&volutionOon Blue Note. Urbanus, HarrisOdebut for Concord
Reords and 7" recording as leader, features that same scintillating ensemble that( asversedin
modern jazz asit iswith the rhythms, melodies and soundscapesassociatedwith R&B, pop, hip-
hop and funk.

These days, Blackout displays a degoer group rapport aswell asa more expansive sonic palette;
Marc Cary complements his acoustic piano sound with Fender Rhodes while alto saxophonist
Casey Benjamin lends his captivating vocoder work to the proceedngs. HarrisObrilliance at
broadening textures and colours comes to play with his sensational woodwind and string
arrangements on a few of the compositions aswell. Other members of Bladkout include Ben
Williams on basand Terreon Gulley on drums

OWhen you have the opportunity to work with people for several years and you@e all on the
same page, what comes out is something that you could not predct,OHarris says of BlackoutOs
artistic growth.  Qt@ what keeps us together as an ensemble. | think we really inspire one
another.O

The albumOditle, Urbanus is Latin for Ouban,Oaword chosen to convey the origins of the band
members and jazz itself. ONe all come from urban environmentsOsays Harris, Gand the origins
of [jazz] have always been from urban centreswhere you have a confluence of cultureswhich
syntheszein urban environments.O

Music is about authenticity, telling your story and sharing real-life stories that are from the

(rere and now,Onot just about the pag,Ohe says of the BladkoutOsgroup philosophy. Yet

Harris does not shirk the jazz tradtion as evidenced by the inclusion of Gone, an ingenious
variation on George GerdwinOs@Bone, Gone, GoneOfrom Porgy & Bess, and Jackie McLeanOs
hard bop clasicc, Minor MarchQ  Indeed, Harris exhibits tremendous reverence and

underdanding of jazz history.

Other inclusions show HarrisOphilosophy of also playing the music of his contemporaries - the
gentle ballad Christina - composed by legendary bassist Buster Williams, who was one of HarrisO
significant mentors - and a fantastic makeover of Sevie WonderOsearly-(Y0s song They WonOt
Go (When | Go).
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Urbanus also includes superb originals by Harris himself (Bluesfor Denial, LangstonO4_ullaby)
aswell asother Bladkout members Marc Cary, (Afterthought), Terreon Gully (Tanktified) and
Benjamin (For You (co-written by drummer Sameer Gupta)).

QDne of the biggest indicators of our growth asaband is the level of contribution from all the
members of the ensemble,OHarris enthuses OT'he music not only incorporatesall of our writing
but everyoneOscultural badkgrounds aswell.O

Rewrdedjust a fewdays before the historic preddential inauguration of Barack Obama, Urbanus
sparkleswith optimism, ingenuity and emotional immedacy. CHow could it not?OHarris says
when askedif the anticipation of the inauguration had an impact on the sessions. (Being in the
studio, knowing that we were getting ready for the inawguration of the first African-American
preddent & how could that not change my life? | was extremely inspiredand that createda great
feeling of awacity and some fantagtic energy.O

Stefon Harris & Blackout present Urbanus is released on Concord Jazz on 280 September 2009
Catalogue number 7230364

For full biog or more information contact Julie Allison at Riotsquad on 01273 475980
or by e-mail at julie@iotsquadpublicity.com
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